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On Stealing from the Poor 
by St. Basil the Great (\ 379 A.D) 

Naked did you not drop from the womb? Shall you not return again naked to 
the earth? Where have the things you now possess come from? If you say they 
just spontaneously appeared, then you are an atheist, not acknowledging the 
Creator, nor showing any gratitude towards the one who gave them. But if you 
say that they are from God, declare to us the reason why you received them. Is 
God unjust, who divided to us the things of this life unequally? Why are you 
wealthy while that other man is poor? Is it, perhaps, in order that you may 
receive wages for kindheartedness and faithful stewardship, and in order that 
he may be honored with great prizes for his endurance?  
 
But, as for you, when you hoard all these things in the insatiable bosom of 

greed, do you suppose you do no wrong in cheating so many people? Who is a man of greed? Someone 
who does not rest content with what is sufficient. Who is a cheater? Someone who takes away what 
belongs to others. And are you not a man of greed? are you not a cheater? taking those things which 
you received for the sake of stewardship, and making them your very own?  
 
Now, someone who takes a man who is clothed and renders him naked would be termed a robber; but 
when someone fails to clothe the naked, while he is able to do this, is such a man deserving of any oth-
er appellation? The bread which you hold back belongs to the hungry; the coat, which you guard in 
your locked storage-chests, belongs to the naked; the footwear moldering in your closet belongs to 
those without shoes. The silver that you keep hidden in a safe place belongs to the one in need. Thus, 
however many are those whom you could have provided for. 

 
From St. Basilõs Homily, On the Saying from Gospel of St. Luke , ñI will pull down my barns and build 

bigger ones.ò  Ä7 (PG 31, 276B ï 277A)   

 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ {ǘΦ .ŀǎƛƭ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘΥ Lƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΥ  ƘǧǇΥκκŜƴΦǿƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΦƻǊƎκǿƛƪƛκ.ŀǎƛƭψƻŦψ/ŀŜǎŀǊŜŀ 
Lƴ DǊŜŜƪΥ  ƘǧǇΥκκŜƭΦǿƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΦƻǊƎκǿƛƪƛκɰʰˋʾ˂ʶʽˇˌψɼʰʽˋʰˊʶʾʰˌ 

         On the eighth day that circumcised the Hebrews, 

                           Let them now confess Him ,  
                He who had commanded His namesake Joshua, 

      to circumcise with flint the People whose body was circumcised  
                 but whose heart was unbelieving from within. 

                       Behold on the eighth day as a babe 

               The Circumciser of all came to circumcision. 
 

St Ephrem the Syrian, Twenty-Sixth Hymn of the Nativity. (Source:  Ephrem the Syrian: Hymns , translated by 
Kathleen McVey, 1989.   

Hymn on the Circumcision of Jesus Christ 
by St. Ephraim the Syrian (\ 373 A.D) 
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Simple Recipe for Vasilopita  

There are a number of different recipies for Vasilopita; here is a simple one.  

 

Ingredients  

1 cup butter, softened  

1 3/4 cups white sugar  

5 eggs  

2 tablespoons water  

2 teaspoons vanilla extract  

3 cups all -purpose flour  

1 teaspoon baking powder  

1/2 cup blanched slivered almonds  

2 tablespoons sesame seeds  

Directions  

Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C).  

In a large bowl, blend together the butter or margarine and the sugar. Separate 3 of the eggs; add the yolks 

and the 2 remaining whole eggs to the butter mixture. Stir in the vanilla and water.  

In another bowl, sift together the baking powder and flour. Add these dry ingredients to the creamed mixture.  

Whip 3 egg whites until they are foamy. Add 1 tablespoon sugar. Continue to whip the whites until they are 

stiff, but not dry. Fold whipped whites into batter.  

Pour the batter into a greased 10 x 4 inch tube pan. Wrap a large coin in foil, and place the coin in the batter. 

Press the coin down; it should be completely hidden. Sprinkle the nuts and seeds on top of the batter.  

Bake the cake for about 70 minutes, or until done. Cool on a wire rack.  
 

 ÕÕÜÈÓɯ!ÓÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ6ÈÛÌÙÚɯȹ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ ÎÐÈÚÔÖÚȺɯÍÖÙɯ'ÖÓàɯ3ÏÌÖ×ÏÈÕà 
 

2Ûȭɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌɯ&ÙÌÌÒɯ.ÙÛÏÖËÖßɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȮɯ.ÊÌÈÕɯ"ÐÛàȮɯ,ÈÙàÓÈÕË ÐÕÝÐÛÌÚɯɯÈÓÓɯÓÖÊÈÓɯ×ÈÙÐÚÏÌÚɯÛÖɯÊÌÓÌÉÙÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯƕƗÛÏɯ Õɪ

ÕÜÈÓɯ!ÓÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ6ÈÛÌÙÚɯȹ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÖÍɯ ÎÐÈÚÔÖÚȺɯÖÕɯ2ÈÛÜÙËÈàȮɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƕƘȮɯƖƔƕƖȭɯ 

 
Divine Services begin with Orthros at 8:30am at St. George Greek Orthodox Church 

followed by Hierarchal Divine Liturgy presided by Metropolitan Evangelos of New Jersey 

Blessing of the Waters will follow at the Buddy Jenkins Pier near the Inlet 

 
A luncheon will be held at the Carousel Hotel, on 118th Street, 
directly behind the beach where the blessing 
will take place.  

 

All youth are encouraged to come prepared to 

dive for the cross. For information, contact St. 
George Church office, 1 -410 -524 -0990.   

 

 

THE TRADITION OF THE VASILOPITA 
 
The tradition of baking and cutting a special "pita" (which can mean a loaf of bread, a cake, or even a pie!) each year on January 1" 
is observed in honor of our Holy Father Basil the Great, archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia - hence 

its name Vasilopita. This tradition is observed in both parish churches and in the homes of the faithful. 
 

For more information on the ñCutting of the Vasilopitaò and its connection to St. Basil, see:   

http://holyascensionnorman.org/files/education/Vasilopita.pdf  

http://holyascensionnorman.org/files/education/Vasilopita.pdf
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Ƀ ˊ. ŪȺɃȹɋPɃɆ CHELPON 

ɂȷɁȷ ɆɇɃɁ ȷũȽɃ ŪȺɃȹɋɅɃ 

ɇɖɜ ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ, 4 ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ, 2011, ŮɑɢŬɛŮ Űɖɜ 

Űɘɛɐ ɜŬ ůɡɛˊɟɞůŮɡɢɖɗɞɨɛŮ, ɔɘŬ ŭŮɨŰŮɟɖ űɞɟɎ, ɛŮ Űɞɜ 

ȷɘŭŮůɘɛɞɚɞɔɘɩŰŬŰɞ ɄɟɤŰɞˊɟŮůɓɨŰŮɟɞ ˊ. ŪŮɧŭɤɟɞ Chel-

pon. ɇɖɠ ŪŮɑŬɠ ȷɟɢɘŮɟŬŰɘəɐɠ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬɠ ˊɟɞɏůŰɖ ɞ 

ɆŮɓŬůɛɘɩŰŬŰɞɠ ɀɖŰɟɞˊɞɚɑŰɖɠ ȷɜŰɘɜɧɖɠ ə.ə. 

ɄŬɜŰŮɚŮɐɛɤɜ. ɆŰɞ Űɏɚɞɠ Űɖɠ ŪŮɑŬɠ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬɠ, ɞ 

ɆŮɓŬůɛɘɩŰŬŰɞɠ ɛɨɟɤůŮ Űɞɡɠ ˊɘůŰɞɨɠ ɛŮ ŬɔɘŬůɛɏɜɞ ɚɎŭɘ 

Ŭˊɧ Űɖɜ ɄŬɜŬɔɑŬ ɄɞɟŰŬɥŰɘůůŬ Űɞɡ ȷɔɑɞɡ ȳɟɞɡɠ əŬɘ 

ɛɞɑɟŬůŮ əɞɛɓɞůɢɞɑɜɘŬ ˊɞɡ əŬŰŬůəŮɡɎůŰɖəŬɜ ůŰo ȾŮɚɑ Űɖɠ 

ȷˊɞəŮűɎɚɘůɖɠ Űɞɡ ɇɘɛɑɞɡ Ʉɟɞŭɟɧɛɞɡ Űɖɠ ɆəɐŰɖɠ Űɖɠ 

ȷɔɑŬɠ ȯɜɜɖɠ. 

 

REV. FR. THEODORE CHELPON AT  

ST. THEODORE 

On Sunday, December 4, 2011, we had the 

honor to pray with the Rev. Protobresbyter Fr. Theo-

dore Chelpon.  His Eminence Metropolitan Pantelei-

mon presided the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy and ad-

dressed the faithful. After the Diving Liturgy, His 

Eminence anointed the faithful with blessed oil origi-

nating from the holy icon of Our All-holy Lady the 

Keeper of the Portal (Portaitissa) of Holy Mountain 

and distributed ñkombosxoiniaò (prayer ropes), 

which were made at the Monastery Cell of the Be-

heading of St. John the Baptist,   Skete of St. Anna. 

 

 

ȺɄȽɆȾȺɄɇȼ ȷɄɃ ɁȺȷ ɈɃɅȾȼ 

 

ɇɖɜ ȾɡɟɘŬəɐ, 11 ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ, 2011, ŮɑɢŬɛŮ Űɖɜ Űɘɛɐ ɜŬ 

əŬɚɤůɞɟɑůɞɡɛŮ Űɞɜ Ŭˊɧ Űɖɜ ɁɏŬ Ɉɧɟəɖ ə. ũŮɟɎůɘɛɞ 

Kent, űɑɚɞ əŬɘ ůɡɛűɞɘŰɖŰɐ Űɞɡ ȹɘŬəɧɜɞɡ ɛŬɠ, ˊ. 

ɉŬɟŬɚɎɛˊɞɡɠ Chelpon. Ƀ ə. Kent, əŬŰɎ Űɖɜ ŭɘɎɟəŮɘŬ Űɖɠ 

ŪŮɑŬɠ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬɠ, ɓɞɐɗɖůŮ ɛɏůŬ ůŰɞ ȽŮɟɧ ȸɐɛŬ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ũȽɃɅɇȷɆɇȼȾȺ ɀȺ ȷɅɉȽȺɅȷɇȽȾȼ 

ȿȷɀɄɅɃɇȼɇȷ ɆɇɃɁ ȷũȽɃ ŪȺɃȹɋɅɃ ȼ 

ũȽɃɅɇȼ ɇɃɈ ȷũȽɃɈ ɆɄɈɅȽȹɋɁɃɆ 

 
ɇɖɜ ȹŮɡŰɏɟŬ, 12 ȹŮəŮɛɓɟɑɞɡ, 2011, ɔɘɞɟŰɎůŰɖəŮ ɛŮ əɎɗŮ 

ɚŬɛˊɟɧŰɖŰŬ ɖ ɛɜɐɛɖ Űɞɡ Ůɜ Ŭɔɑɞɘɠ ˊŬŰɟɧɠ ɖɛɩɜ 

Ɇˊɡɟɑŭɤɜɞɠ Ⱥˊɘůəɧˊɞɡ ɇɟɡɛɖɗɞɨɜŰɞɠ Űɖɠ Ⱦɨˊɟɞɡ, ůŰɞɜ 

ȽŮɟɧ ɁŬɧ Űɞɡ ȷɔɑɞɡ ŪŮɞŭɩɟɞɡ, Lanham MD. ȾŬŰɎ Űɖɜ 

ȷɟɢɘŮɟŬŰɘəɐ ŪŮɑŬ ȿŮɘŰɞɡɟɔɑŬ, ˊɟɞɏůŰɖ ɞ ɆŮɓŬůɛɘɩŰŬŰɞɠ 

ɀɖŰɟɞˊɞɚɑŰɖɠ ȷɜŰɘɜɧɖɠ ə.ə. ɄŬɜŰŮɚŮɐɛɤɜ, 

ůɡɛˊŬɟŬůŰŬŰɞɨɛŮɜɞɠ Ŭˊɧ Űɞɜ ȷɘŭŮůɘɛɩŰŬŰɞ 

ɄɟŮůɓɨŰŮɟɞ ˊ. Dennis Buck (OCA), ɘŮɟŬŰɘəɧ 

ˊɟɞɥůŰɎɛŮɜɞ Űɞɡ ȽŮɟɞɨ ɁŬɞɨ ȷɔɑŬɠ ȷɘəŬŰŮɟɑɜɖɠ (433 

Liberty Str., Hagers Town, Maryland). ɇɞɜ ɗŮɑɞ ɚɧɔɞ 

əɐɟɡɝŮ ɞ ŪŮɞɚɧɔɞɠ ə. ȾɤɜůŰŬɜŰɑɜɞɠ ȾŬɚɎɚŬɠ, ɞ ɞˊɞɑɞɠ 

ŬɜŬűɏɟɗɖəŮ ůŰɖ ɕɤɐ Űɞɡ ȷɔɑɞɡ Ɇˊɡɟɑŭɤɜɞɠ əŬɘ ůŰɞɜ 

ɟɧɚɞ ˊɞɡ ɏˊŬɘɝŮ əŬŰɎ Űɖɜ ȷȭ ɃɘəɞɡɛŮɜɘəɐ Ɇɨɜɞŭɞ, 

ɡˊŮɟŬɛɡɜɧɛŮɜɞɠ Űɖɜ ɗŮɧŰɖŰŬ Űɞɡ Ƚɖůɞɨ ɉɟɘůŰɞɨ, Űɞɡ 

ŭŮɡŰɏɟɞɡ Ʉɟɞůɩˊɞɡ Űɖɠ ȷɔɑŬɠ ɇɟɘɎŭɞɠ. 

VISITOR FROM NEW YORK 

 

On Sunday, December 11, 2011, we had the pleas-

ure of welcoming Mr. Gerasimos Kent, a friend 

and classmate at Holy Cross Seminary of our Dea-

con Fr. Haralambos Chelpon. Mr. Kent assisted 

during the Divine Liturgy in the Holy Altar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. SPYRIDON FEAST CELEBRATED AT 

ST. THEODOREôS CHURCH 

 
On Monday, December 12, 2011, the 

feast day of St. Spyridon Bishop of Trymithous of 

Cyprus, there was celebrated at St. Theodoreôs 

Greek Orthodox Church.  His Eminence Metropol-

itan Panteleimon of Antinoes presided at the Di-

vine Liturgy, assisted by the Rev. Fr. Dennis Buck, 

dean of St. Catherineôs Orthodox Church [(OCA), 

433 Liberty Str., Hagers Town, Maryland]. The 

sermon was given by the lay theologian, Mr. Con-

stantinos Kalalas, who emphasized the sacred life 

of St. Spyridon and the role he played during the 

1st Oecumenical Council of Nicene (325 AD) in 

defending the deity of Jesus Christ, the Second 

Person of the Holy Trinity. 
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JINGLE BELL JAMBOREE 

On Friday, December 9, 2011, the Jingle Bell Jamboree took place at St. Theodoreôs Foundersô Hall. 

 

Here are some photos from that lovely evening: 

 

St. Theodoreõs 2011 
Greek Orthodox Youth of America  

Christmas Celebrations   


