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Naked did you not drop from the womb? Shall you not return again naked to
the earth? Where have the things you now possess come from? If you say they
just spontaneously appeared, then you are an atheist, not acknowledging the
Creator, nor showing any gratitude towards the one who gave them. But if you
say that they are from God, declare to us the reason why you received them. Is
God unjust, who divided to us the things of this life unequally? Why are you
wealthy while that other man is poor? Is it, perhaps, in order that you may
receive wages for kindheartedness and faithful stewardship, and in order that
he may be honored with great prizes for his endurance?

J . f
St. Basil the Great

But, as for you, when you hoard all these things in the insatiable bosom of
greed, do you suppose you do no wrong in cheating so many people? Who is a man of greed? Someore
who does not rest content with what is sufficient. Who is a cheater? Someone who takes away what
belongs to others. And are you not a man of greed? are you not a cheater? taking those things which
you received for the sake of stewardship, and making them your very own?

Now, someone who takes a man who is clothed and renders him naked would be termed a robber; but
when someone fails to clothe the naked, while he is able to do this, is such a man deserving of any oth
er appellation? The bread which you hold back belongs to the hungry; the coat, which you guard in
your locked storage-chests, belongs to the naked; the footwear moldering in your closet belongs to
those without shoes. The silver that you keep hidden in a safe place belongs to the one in need. Thus,
however many are those whom you could have provided for.
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THE TRADITION OF THE VASILOPITA

The tradition of baking and cutting a special "pita" (which can mean a loaf of bread, a cake, or even a pie!) aadly yi¢ar on Ja
is observed in honor of our Holy Father Basil the Great, archbishop of Caesarea in Gapgragocia

its name Vasilopita. This tradition is observed in both parish churches and in the homes of the faithful.
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Simple Recipe for Vasilopita

There are a number of different recipies for Vasilopita; here is a simple one.

Ingredients

1 cup butter, softened
1 3/4 cups white sugar
5 eggs
2 tablespoons water
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
3 cups all -purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 cup blanched slivered almonds
2 tablespoons sesame seeds

Directions

Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C).

In a large bowl, blend together the butter or margarine and the sugar. Separate 3 of the eggs; add the yolks
and the 2 remaining whole eggs to the butter mixture. Stir in the vanilla and water.

In another bowl, sift together the baking powder and flour. Add these dry ingredients to the creamed mixture.

Whip 3 egg whites until they are foamy. Add 1 tablespoon sugar. Continue to whip the whites until they are
stiff, but not dry. Fold whipped whites into batter.

Pour the batter into a greased 10 x 4 inch tube pan. Wrap a large coin in foil, and place the coin in the batter.
Press the coin down; it should be completely hidden. Sprinkle the nuts and seeds on top of the batter.

Bake the cake for about 70 minutes, or until done. Cool on a wire rack.
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Divine Services begin with Orthros at 8:30am at St. George Gree
foll owed by Hierarchal Divine Liturgy presided by Metropolitan
Bl essing of the Waters will follow at the Buddy Jenkins Pier ne

A luncheon will be held at the Carousel Hotel, on 118th Street,
directly behind the beach where the blessing
will take place.

All youth are encouraged to come prepared to
"l dive for the cross. For information, contact St.
¢ George Church office, 1 -410-524-0990.
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Christmas Celebrations

JI NGLE BELL JAMBOREE
On Friday, December 9, 2011, the Jingle Bell Jambo

Here are some photos from that | ovely evening:




