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M ETROPOLIS OF
NEW JERSEY
Greek Orthodox Metropolis Presentation of the Theotokos into the Temple (Nov. 21st)
Of New Jersey by Saint Gregory Palamas (abridged)
His Eminence Metropolitan
EVANGELOS If a tree is known by its fruit, and a good tree bears good fruit

ﬁ-“» (Mt. 7:17; LK. 6:44), then the Virgin Mary, who bore the Eternal
= Beauty Himself, is incomparably the most excellevttether in this
world, or the world to come.

Therefore, the, the Word of the Father, Jesus Christ, was
moved by His unutterable love for mankind to reclaim our nature
which had been dragged down to uttermost Hades as renew it to
M the heights of Heaven. For this purpose, He took flesh that was

i both new and ours, to refashion it. Now He finds a Handmaiden
perfectly suited to these needs, the supplier of Her own unsullied
nature, the EveVirgin Mary, and Whose miraculous Entrance int@
gl the Temple, into the Holy of Holies, we now celebrate. She was
chosen, not just from the crowd, but from the ranks of the chosen

Presentation of the Virgin Mary of all ages.
into the Temple
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Parish Proistamenos
His Eminence Metropolitan
PANTELEIMON of Antinoes

' In the beginning, there was one who rose up against us: the author of evil, the serpent, who
Church Office Hours

Monday through Friday dragged us into the abyss. Many reasons impelled him to rise up against us, and there are many
10:00 amfi 2:00 pm ways by which he enslaved our nature: envy, rivalry, hatred, treachery, slyness, etc.
The author of evil, the Devil, was jealous of Adam, when he saw him being led from earth
Church Secretary to Heaven, from which he was justly cast down. Filled with envy, he pounced upon Adam with a
Juliana Moniodis terrible ferocity, and even wished to clothe him with the garb of death. Envy is not only the he-
2011 PARISH COUNCIL getter of hatred, but also of murder, which this truly mhating serpent brought about in us.
Officers: For he wanted to be master over the earttorn for the ruin of that which was created in the

President éé..John Imageandlikeness of God. He resorted to cunning and deceit. This truly terrible and malicious
Vice Presidenté. |Ni plotterspretended4e be @ friend and useful adviser by assuming the physical form of a serpent,
Treasurer eée PanteLiqstddithily took their position.

secretary eeéeNora Presitadamhad been sufficiently strong to keep the divine commandment, then he would have
shown himself the vanquisher of his enemy, and withstood his deathly attack. But since he yolun-
tarily gave in to sin, he was defeated and was made a sinner. Since he is the root of our race, he
has produced us as dealtearing shoots. So, it was necessary for us, if he were to fight back
against his defeat and to claim victory, to rid himself of the déatiring venomous poison in

Members:
Patrick Curtis
George Kollaros
Paul Moniodis

Anthony Quebral his soul and body, and to absorb life, eternal and indestructible life. o
Except for God, there is no one who is without sin, or lifeeating, or able to remit sin.
PHILOPTOCHOS Therefore, the new Adam must be not only Man, but also God. He is at the same time life, wis-

President ééé Mar idomgtuyth,dovesand mercy, and every other good thing, so that He might renew the old Adam

Vice President € Aandtestorehimitd ldfe through mercy, wisdom and righteousness. These are the opposites of

Treasurer €ee OUr apd thinyfWiKichsthe® author of evil used to bring about our aging and death.

Secretary €. éee.Ange fThdréforé,| Godideiyned to receive our nature from us. But it was impossible to unite that

Asst. Treasurere. - \idstHigyls NAtUre WiHosé furify is incomprehensible to a sinful nature before it had been pulri-
ORGANIZATIONS fied. Therefore, for the conception and birth of a perfectly spotless and Most Pure Virgin was

Sunday School .é.cRquired (Gantipyedog page 2)
Greek School éé. Nora Presti
PTO ééééé. . .. N Ot a..Prl es.t.i



Continued from page 1:

The Virgin would blossom as the divinely fitting-chari o
born to heavenly sonship. By God Himself, the Mother of
and Anna, the as a child, -wor tchaiulsd rvworulsdu cbhe vri aitsueodu.s Hoari
joined with prayer came to fruition by producing the Moth
the Father before the ages.

Now, when the parents of the Virgin Mary saw that t

i n
ed

hey |
was realized fact, then they on their part, abethivd | o
had been wean from milk. They have now |l ed this truly s
Temple of God. And She, being filled with Divine gidts ev
being done over Her. I n Her manner She showed that She wa
tered into the service of God of her own accord ads- i f sh
ered it desirable and fitting that she should enter into
Therefore, the High Priest, seeing that this child mo r
within the Holy of Holies. She was |l ed into the Holy of H
during Her youth, so that through Her, the Heavenly Abode
ing
So it is, and this is why She, from the beginning of ti
Holy of Holies, Who has a body even purer than the ofpirit
the Unoriginate Narlgéen. MAogayl|l i ke Bvdreasure of God, is s
(as it | ater came to pass) She would serve for thel semmrich
glorifies His Mother, both before birth, nd also after b
Therefore, in such manner our songs and prayers to Her
Who was born of Her for our sake, our Lord Jesus Christ,
Fat her and Hi s-C€CeatéengabpandtlLi hew and ever and unto ages
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Join the St. Theodore Community as we decorate and beautify the church in celebration of
Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

YOU MAY DONATE A 606 POI NSETTIA P
ol N MEMORY OFG6 OR
OFOR THE HEALTH OF A LOVED ONEO®

PREPAID ORDERS ONLY
Deadline: December 11

Minimum Donatior$520.00 How many Total Amount $
Donated by: phone number
In Memory of

For the Health of

All Names will be commemorated during the Consecration of the Holy Gifts.
You may take your poinsettia home after Christmas Eve service.
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NEW TEACHER FOR ST.
GREEK SCHOOL

The Administrative
has appointed for it #r
Pantelifsr @moChuisos.
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emergency medi cal technician with the Fairfax |Count
Fire and Rescue Department.
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